FRESH LOOK
COLORFUL REDESIGN FUNCTIONAL AND FAMILY FRIENDLY
BY CARON GOLDEN

R

emember that moment in “The
Wizard of Oz” when a dazed Dorothy steps out of the black-andwhite hues of her Kansas home into the
Technicolor Land of Oz? That’s what
the before and after sensory shocker is
like at this La Jolla home — thanks to
San Diego interior designer Mark
Stocker’s eye-popping design.
The 6,000-square-foot, multilevel
house built in the early 1990s had great
bones when Anna McGuinness and her
husband, who wishes to stay anonymous, bought it in 2016. The previous
owners had taken out walls to open up
the floor plan.
“The original interior was traditional,” McGuinness recalled. “Large
furniture, wood accents and neutral
tones. It was lovely, but we are drawn to
a contemporary design aesthetic with
pops of color and clean lines.”
The décor, with blinds over glass
walls facing panoramic ocean views,
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The facing Arflex loveseats create drama in the vast family room and dining area, where
fuchsia head chairs pop against the clear glass table and acrylic side chairs.
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“The office is very cool. It’s a very simple room but it has a lot going on,” said interior designer Mark Stocker.
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didn’t dissuade the couple from
buying the home.
“What drew us to the home
was not only the ocean view, but
the ocean sounds,” said McGuinness, a volunteer with Urban Surf
4 Kids, a surf therapy program for
foster kids. “We looked at some
homes set farther back, but for
me, I realized being able to hear
the ocean was as important as
seeing it.
“The house also has a unique
leaded glass front door that
opens to a beautiful courtyard
with palm trees, and from that
vantage point you can see directly
through the home to the ocean,”
she said. “I think that’s what sold
it.”
McGuinness found Stocker
online after seeing what she describes as his clean, but colorful
signature design. The design for
the home, she said, needed to be
simple and family friendly.
“We dislike excess, so what we
put in the house needed to be
functional, comfortable, usable
and accessible. We are a laid-back
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The master bedroom has a blue color theme to create a
serene space that blends with the ocean view.
family. We like spending time at
home, have kids and dogs, and we
don’t want to tiptoe around trying not to break things or micro-

managing who’s doing what
where on what furniture. Also, we
wanted some color and unique
pieces, but nothing over-de-
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signed because the true focal
point would always be the ocean.”
The mandate was for a refresh
— not a full-on renovation — with
the oversized limestone tile floors
remaining in most of the rooms.
But it was a big job because it is a
big house, with five bedrooms,
five full bathrooms and three
half-bathrooms, plus a casita and
several outdoor spaces.
The update involved mostly
paint, carpet in bedrooms and
the casita, wallpaper, new furniture, solar shades and some lighting. Along the way, Stocker also
added new countertops, a backsplash, pendant lights and cabinet hardware to the kitchen, as
well as a new master bathroom
countertop. But the focus was on
the furnishings.
A look at Stocker’s portfolio
shows his emphasis on color.
“But with this project, I was able
to go a little bolder than the
norm,” he said laughing.
In the hands of someone less
experienced, the design could
have gone haywire. But Stocker
purposely created a neutral canvas with the house itself. The
walls were all painted a shade of
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The living room sets the colorful tone for the home. Walls remain neutral while the furnishings create the bold palette.
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white, and the limestone floors
are cream colored. And with spacious public rooms and terraces
“there was lots of negative space
to keep the colors from competing with each other,” he explained.
Essentially, he gave the rooms
space to breathe.
The 950-square-foot living
room set the tone. Anchoring the
seating area is a 9-by-12-foot
black-and-pink area rug by Christopher Fareed. On top of it,
Stocker placed an oversized Carlucci sectional upholstered in
gray quilted “Perino Velvet”
topped with a dozen custom
throw pillows in colors ranging
from purple and orange to red
and gold along with a gray faux
fur throw.
“It’s really, really soft and it’s
super durable,” Stocker said of
the sofa.
Behind one side of the sofa are
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Furniture was designed to be kid friendly. The chairs in the
family dining area have vinyl on the inside for easy cleaning.
consoles. One shows off an enormous graffiti covered apple by
British design firm Andrew Martin that ties together the colors of
the pillows. On the other perches
a blue acrylic shark by Jonathan
Adler.
On the wall behind the consoles is a striking installation by

Canadian artist Samantha Sandbrook called “Ciel,” constructed
from more than 100 industrial
pipes and powder-coated white
acrylic inserts with mismatched
patterns. Next to it is a large,
framed photo by documentary
photographer David Chancellor
of a mural in the Khayelitsha
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township of South Africa, a country where the family previously
lived.
The couch surrounds a cocktail table grouping from Kravet
featuring four vinyl-covered
cylindrical tables. Across from
the couch, along the massive
glass wall that frames the ocean,
are two oversized green butterfly
swivel chairs with ottomans, from
Arflex, that are separated by another cylindrical cocktail table.
Off the kitchen, Stocker created an intimate family eating
area featuring a round, white
Saarinen dining table surrounded by four side chairs
Stocker had upholstered. The
chairs’ exterior is a fun black,
white and yellow linen-blend
print from Brochier Fabrics,
while the inside is yellow vinyl by
Ultrafabrics to make spills easy to
clean. The furniture sits on an 8square-foot variegated reddish
wool/viscose blend area rug from
Kravet that Stocker had cut
down by 2 feet to fit the space.
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“The master bedroom may be my favorite room,” homeowner Anna McGuinness said of challenging angled space.
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But those aren’t the only spots
to eat and gather.
The family also has a vast dining and sitting room with that
same unhindered ocean view.
Stocker created drama with a
pair of facing Arflex purple Bonsai loveseats. One is without legs,
mounted on a wooden base that
extends out as a side table. Between them is a grouping of petite, round Mobital occasional tables. The grouping sits on a 13by-8.5 Christopher Fareed area
wool/viscose rug in subtle green
tones from Modern Rugs.
Next to the sitting area is a
long, glass dining table anchored
by two fuchsia upholstered head
chairs and six acrylic Kartell side
chairs.
The first floor also has the couple’s master bedroom and their
young son’s room.
The master was a bit of a chal-
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The preteen daughter’s room, which opens to an oceanfront
terrace, continues the home’s multicolored palette.
lenge, Stocker said, because it’s
not a conventional layout with
four walls. The room has the
same stunning ocean view
through a wall of glass doors and
windows. But the opposite wall —
where the bed should go to enjoy
the view — is angled.

It adds interest, but it meant
that Stocker had to figure out
how to fit nightstands on either
side of the Ligne Roset “Ruché”
bed on the one small flat space of
the wall. He ended up having custom-stained bentwood pieces
with a lacquered top made by
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CTT Furniture to fit.
To create a soothing space
that enhances the serenity of the
ocean, the room’s theme is a series of blues. The bed is made
with brilliant blue velvet and red
wood accents. At the foot of the
bed is a set of custom steps covered in shades of blue dots to help
their small dogs up. He created a
little oceanfront reading nook by
the glass French doors with a
comfy blue chair and ottoman.
And the angled portion of the wall
has a striking quartet of geometric paintings in shades of blue by
photographer Wendy Concannon.
“The master bedroom may be
my favorite room,” McGuinness
said. “The colors we selected are
so peaceful and serene and take
from the ocean. It makes it feel
somewhat seamless to look out at
the view. It’s a view I appreciate,
and it never gets old.”
Stocker zhooshed up the bedrooms of both kids. The preteen

SEE LA JOLLA • 16

THE SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE

CONTINUED FROM 14
daughter’s room, which is on the
lower level, has an ocean-view terrace. Her room was furnished
with a multicolor sofa from Roche
Bobois — basically a large daybed
— with three movable seats, two
orange and one yellow. She has a
white table for four from Seasonal
Living paired with orange and
yellow dining chairs from Ligne
Roset and a hanging chair from
Kartell.
Stocker played with color as
well for the young son’s bedroom,
complementing the predominantly blue small-scale wallpaper
by Philomela with a quilted green
headboard with fabric from
Thomas Lavin.
Also on the lower level are a
carpeted playroom for the kids
with graffiti wallpaper from Pierre Frey and a lounge with
kitchen. The lounge is the rare
room with furniture the couple
brought from their previous
home, but it’s still packed with
color. An orange and fuchsia
couch from Roche Bobois and
neon art — “Space Girls” — also
from Andrew Martin.
The couple also has an office
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The children’s playroom, on the lower level of the home,
comes with with graffiti wallpaper from Pierre Frey.
on the main floor, just off the
main terrace.
“The office is very cool,”
Stocker effused. “It’s a very simple room but it has a lot going on.”
The center of the room holds a
hand-tufted patchwork-style rug,
Do-Lo-Rez, or “Do Low Resolution,” in reds and oranges, created by Ron Arad from Nanimarquina. Looking like an unfinished
puzzle, the rug ties in beautifully
with the minimalist, laminated
desks Stocker had made by CTT

Furniture, which also created a
shelving unit. The room’s big
splurge is the white-on-white
wallcovering, Élitis’ Épure, which
has alternating horizontal and
vertical bands sewn on handcrafted papers.
And then there is the casita.
“This is a fun space,” Stocker
said. “It’s designed for kids’ sleepovers, although adult guests can
stay there. I put in new carpet and
grass cloth wallpaper from Élitis.
And there’s stuff I found at trade

shows that was perfect here. For
instance, above the twin beds are
high-polished chrome, three-dimensional wall sculptures made
to look like Mylar balloons, complete with balloon puckers.”
McGuinness acknowledged
that Stocker was the couple’s inspiration for the home’s décor.
“His approach and expertise
were engaging, but not overwhelming,” she said. “He would
sit with us, go room by room explaining his ideas. He’d show us
select photos, fabric or color samples, costs and CAD (ComputerAided Design) of the furniture in
each room. We’d whittle it down
to one or two, and he’d go back
and create more intricate renditions.
“It was an easy process. We
didn’t want a million ideas; we
just wanted the best ones from
which to choose. Mark is an incredible designer, but he had a
gift of being able to manage ideas
and expectations of each of our
family members, which is no easy
feat,” she said. “He’s extremely
organized, professional yet easygoing and a joy to be around.
“He can make spaces fun and
interesting yet mature at the
same time.”

Caron Golden is a freelance writer.
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North Paciﬁc Beach

Carmel Valley

3 Bed | 3 Bath | 1,752 SqFt

4 Bed | 3 Bath | 1,632 SqFt

These incredible homes sold over asking with
multiple oﬀers.
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